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STANDARD USI.1j 
The student will demonstrate skills for historical thinking, geographical analysis, economic decision making, and responsible citizenship by 
j) investigating and researching to develop products orally and in writing. 
 

Essential Understandings Experiences may include but are not limited to the following: 
 
People communicate through oral and 
written language. 
 
Research is the search for knowledge, 
using a variety of materials and sources 
in order to discover facts, answer 
questions, and draw conclusions.   
 
Students present, listen critically, and 
provide evidence to support opinions by 
x distinguishing between fact and 

opinion 
x comparing and contrasting 

viewpoints 
x presenting a convincing argument 
x paraphrasing and summarizing what 

is heard 
x using language and vocabulary 

appropriate to audience, topic, and 
purpose 

x organizing a presentation. 
 
 
 
 

 
x Investigate people, places, and events in United States history to develop an understanding of historical, cultural, 

economic, political, and geographical relationships by  
o exploring religious and economic decisions that led to the colonization of America 
o outlining and describing geographic factors that influenced battles during the American Revolution or the Civil War 
o describing and providing evidence to support sources of colonial dissatisfaction that led to the American Revolution 
o creating a digital map outlining the geographic and economic factors that influenced westward movement. 

x Create a chart outlining the costs and benefits of visiting different regions of the United States.   
x Investigate an important event. Create the front page of a newspaper with headlines and articles detailing the event. The 

newspaper may include the following features: 
o Articles summarizing the event 
o Timeline detailing actions leading up to the event 
o Quotes from participants 
o Images of the event 

x Create a social media page or blog about an event from United States history. Take a position on the topic, and use a 
variety of sources as evidence to support the stance.   
o French Explorer: Exploration of North America 
o Member of British Parliament: Declaration of Independence  
o American Indian: Manifest Destiny 
o Resident of the Kansas territory: Kansas Nebraska Act 

 
 
 


