
  

                      Code of Behavior     
2019-2020 

Important Information 
 

 Each year the Prince William County Board of Education requires you to review 
the Code of Behavior and pass a test based on the information presented.  This packet 
provides a summary of important information that you should know about the Code of 
Behavior.  Terms with a star (*) and other notes in bold are important items to know 
for the C.O.B. Test. 
 
Definitions of Terms: 
 

1. Assault and Battery: verbal or physical attack on a person. 
2. *Bullying: threats, insults, gossip, teasing, pushing, tripping, and hitting. 
3. *Bystander: a person whose presence and/or actions encourage violations of 

the Code of Behavior. 
4. *Cheating: giving or receiving unauthorized assistance. 
5. *Cyberbullying: a form of bullying which involves using information and 

communication technologies, such as cell phone text messages and pictures 
and internet email, social networking, web sites, defamatory personal web 
sites, and defamatory online personal polling web sites to support deliberate, 
hostile behavior intended to harm others. 

6. *Discrimination: using language that insults, degrades, or humiliates a person, 
race, or group. 

7. Disobedience: disregarding reasonable requests from a school staff member. 
8. *Disruption: behaving in a disorderly manner that interrupts classroom 

instruction. 
9. Gambling: betting with money or valuables. 
10. *Harassment: words, gestures, or physical conduct that offends, intimidates, 

or threatens. 
11. Hazing: reckless behavior in connection with initiation into a club. 
12. *Incarceration: being placed in jail. 
13. *Plagiarizing: copying out of a book or from the Internet without giving credit 

to the author. 
14. Profanity: vulgar and offensive language. 
15. *Retaliation: the act of getting even. 
16. *Sexual harassment: when someone is treated unfairly because of his or her 

gender (sex). 
17. *Theft/Stealing: taking someone’s property without approval or permission. 
18. Threat: expression of an intent to cause harm. 
19. *Trespassing: being present on school property during unauthorized times 

and/or during a suspension term or expulsion. 
20. Truancy: Unexcused absences from school. 
21. *Vandalism: intentional (on purpose) destruction of property.  Students who 

destroy/damage school property can be suspended or expelled and will 
have to pay for the damages! 

 
Some consequences for violating the rules: 
        -Admonition (warning) 



  

        -Alternative Education 
        -Detention (extra time spent before or after school) 
        -Expulsion (student is NOT allowed to attend Prince William County Public            
Schools) 
        -In-School Suspension (ISS—isolation from classes and activities while in school) 
        -Out-of School Suspension (OSS—student spends 1 to 5 days out of school and 
receives zeros for work missed) 
        -Mediation (guidance intervention (help) to work out problems) 
        -Parent Conference 
        -Restitution (payment for damages) 
        -Saturday Suspension (Saturday detention) 
        -Referral to police (the police can get involved if a student breaks the law at 
school or outside of school) 
 

TYPES OF PUNISHMENT 
*Listed below are examples of actions and possible punishments.  Be sure to review 
this information VERY CAREFULLY, especially the information in the LEFT column!  
These actions represent one-time offenses. 
Expulsion       Lesser Punishment (Detention, OSS) 

Selling drugs Tardies to school or class 

Bringing a weapon and/or bomb 
(including a look-alike) to school or on 
the bus 

Violating the dress code 

Sharing OTC (over-the-counter) drugs such 
as Tylenol or Advil 

Not dressing out for P.E. class 

Assaulting a staff member (verbally or 
physically) 

Truancy 

Bringing spray paint to school to “huff” Running in the hallways 

Bringing beer or other types of alcohol in 
a backpack to school 

Chewing gum 

Committing a serious offense off school 
grounds (assault, drug or alcohol use, 
etc.) 

Being unprepared for class 

Posing a danger or threat to other 
students or staff members 

 

Disrupting the orderly operation of school  

IMPORTANT NOTES: 
 

1. Students may be permanently removed from class and/or the school BUS for 
disruptive behavior.  This includes threatening to harm another student.  
Riding the BUS is a privilege, NOT a right! 

2. Students MAY NOT take pictures or videos with their cell phones in school. 
3. Students who deliberately (on purpose) misuse school technology against 

students, staff, or school property can lose school technology privileges, 
receive ISS, OSS, and/or face CRIMINAL CHARGES. 

4. Students who wish to record (video or audio) classroom activities MUST 
receive prior approval from the PRINCIPAL. 

5. Students may file complaints for sexual harassment. 
6. Gestures, clothes, and other signs of gang membership are NOT allowed in 

school. 



  

7. The Student Assistance Program is available to help students with substance 
abuse prevention. 

8. Truancy can result in academic failure, court appearances, AND denial of a 
driver’s license at the legal age. 

9. A student can be expelled for violating the PWC zero-tolerance policy which 
applies to possession of weapons, drugs, and/or the assault of a school staff 
member. 

10. A student who finds something that is not allowed in school (like drugs or 
weapons) should immediately report it to a school staff member (even if it 
was accidentally brought to school). 

11. Students may NOT share over-the-counter-drugs with other students.  
Inhalant intoxicants are NOT allowed in PWCS.  All substance abuse 
violations must be reported to the police.  Students may NOT keep 
prescription drugs in their lockers. 

12. Appeal (protest) of short and long-term suspensions must be made IN 
WRITING. 

13. Students who do not report serious violations of the COB may be punished. 
14. Students who vandalize or destroy school property can be arrested and fined. 
15. School administrators can search your binder, purse, backpack, pockets, 

cell phone, locker, and/or desk.  They may NOT search your home. 
16. Rules about electronic devices (cell phones, iPods, video games, etc.): 

• MUST on SILENT mode during the school day 

• May NOT be used during class at any time (EXCEPT with teacher 
permission) 

• May NOT be used to take pictures during the school day 

• MAY be used on the bus as long as they do NOT distract the bus driver 
 

DRESS CODE 
ACCEPTABLE        UNACCEPTABLE 

Sandals Tank or tube tops (any shirts that 
expose (show) the midriff (mid section) 
or belly button) 

Polo/dress shirt with a collar Shirts advertising alcohol, drugs, and/or 
tobacco 

Team jersey with normal sleeves Pajamas 

Jeans (blue or any color) Bedroom slippers 

Shorts (appropriate length) Sunglasses 

Skirt or dress (appropriate length) Gloves (in school) 

Long sleeve shirts Sheer (see-through) garments 

Suit and tie Beachwear 

 Gang-related clothing 

 Oversized clothing 

 
ABSCENCES 

Excused: Illness, death in the family, attending a funeral 
Unexcused: missing the bus because you overslept, shopping, staying home to 
complete a late assignment 
 
*A student who misses 10 days (or more) of school and does not make up missed 
work can be retained (could have to repeat the grade the next year). 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 


